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GROUNDBREAKING FOR NEW RADIO TOWER OCT. 15, 2012, PART OF PHASE I 

 
     Members of the public and the media are invited to join Sheriff McCarthy, the Polk County Board of 
Supervisors, RACOM, and public safety agencies during a groundbreaking ceremony. It is scheduled to take 
place Monday, October 15, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., at 13480 NW Madrid Drive, near Big Creek.  This will mark 
the area where construction of a radio tower is expected to be complete by early 2013; it will be one of four new 
towers, bringing the total to seven utilized by Polk County agencies.  During the ceremony, Polk County 
officials will address attendees and present additional information about this endeavor. 
 
     “This is a historic first step in our journey towards collaborative interoperability.  The ability to 
communicate with all area agencies is key in responding during times of disaster and emergency within our 
community,” stated Polk County Board of Supervisors’ Vice Chair, Tom Hockensmith.   
 
     Sheriff Bill McCarthy explained, “With updated equipment and the network transition included in Phase II, 
the crucial component of communication through interoperability will maintain the safety of our emergency 
responders as a top priority”. 
 
     The cities of Mitchellville, Ankeny, and Johnston have agreed to the use of water towers for three additional 
transmission sites.  Existing towers currently in use are located in Collins, Pleasant Hill, and at 801 Grand in 
downtown Des Moines.  The ability to expand coverage through the installation of the additional towers will 
ultimately enhance radio reception for various agencies’ first responders working in the field.   
 
     The completion of Phase I will, for the first time, enable all agencies dispatched by the Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office to use the same radio system.  Phase II, the final steps of the plan, will follow in the next two to three 
years.  In order to achieve interoperability, thirty Polk County fire departments and law enforcement agencies 
must make the transition to the new network.*   
 

∗ See press release titled, “Step 1 of Plan to Improve 1st Responder Communication Approved”, dated 
March 20, 2012 
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